
  

 

October 2, 2009
From the desk of Principal Mark Luckey 

Last week I shared with you some thoughts about how 
parents can more effectively work together with and encourage board 
members.  Today I want to take a few moments to share some 
reminders with you about teacher-parent interaction.  The 
relationships that are developed between teachers and parents are at 
the “grassroots” level when we think about the success and 
effectiveness of a school.  While not the same as the teacher-student 
relationship, it still has significant bearing on what happens here each 
day.  

I always encourage, and almost insist, that parents speak 
directly with teachers when they have concerns.  But this interaction 
over negative things has a much better chance to produce positive 
results when the teacher and parent have some type of relationship 
already.  This relationship, of course, can start with either the parent 
or the teacher; what is important and genuinely helpful is that there is 
some type of positive interaction before there are significant 
concerns.  In a school as small as ours, it is actually possible to do 
this!  I encourage both teachers and parents to take initiative in this 
area. 

As mentioned, it is almost always best for parents to speak 
first with the teacher when there are concerns.  In most cases both 
sides will gain a much better understanding of the other, which in 
turn helps create an environment where people can work together.  
While administrators can step in, it is best when this happens only 
after the parent and teacher have already spoken. 

Finally, and this is probably the most difficult to discuss, is 
the issue of when to speak to teachers.  Every teacher wants to help; 
they want to listen and they want to work with you to help your 
child.  Every once in a while a parent may feel the need to “unload” 
on a teacher while at a sporting event, at church, or at a school or 
community event.  Whenever possible, find alternative times and 
venues to discuss difficult issues, so that teachers can enjoy these 
events in full. If you can find a better time and place, you will also 
likely have better results! 

Christian education always has been and continues to be a 
cooperative work of the home, the school, and the church.  Each has a 
significant role in bringing our children to a mature, saving 
relationship with Christ.  Let’s pray for God’s continued guidance 
and strength in this critical task, and may we all strive to work 
together for this good. 
 

Chapel Highlights 
Last week Friday we met with our chapel small groups for 

the first time.  This year we will use our chapel time about twice a 
month to meet with our small groups for Bible studies.  This first 
meeting was just an opportunity to get to know each other a little 
better.  We will also be doing service projects with our small groups 
throughout the year.  
               This week is our spiritual emphasis week or P.O.P 

(Pursuing Our Purpose) week.  So we have worshiped together 
everyday.  We have also had God's message delivered to us through 
our speaker, Mark 'Mirf' Leech.  He has spoken to us about our theme 
of listening for God's voice in our lives and he has challenged us to 
respond genuinely.  Growing up in Christian homes and schools and 
churches can make it easy to play the role of a Christian, but he has 
encouraged us to make our faith deeper and from the heart.  Jesus 
tells us that when we love Him and have a relationship with Him, we 
will then be able to recognize His voice.  "The man who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of his sheep.  The watchman opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep listen to his voice.  He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on a head f them, and his sheep follow him because they know 
his voice."  John 10:2-3 
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Oct. 6 Special Speaker Pam Stenzel 9:00 a.m. 
Oct. 7   School a.m. – Half Day for Students; Professional 

Development p.m. Staff 
Oct. 13 Parent Teacher Conference 6:00-9:00 p.m. 
Oct. 20 Picture Day 
Oct. 22-23 CEA Convention –No School 
  
 

 
 

 
 

Sports Schedule 
Oct. 3     Cross Country @ Carson City 9:00 a.m. 
Oct. 5     Girls’ Volleyball Tri with MCE and Algoma Home 5:00 p.m. 
Oct. 5     Boys’ Soccer vs. Calvary Christian Schools Away 5:00 p.m. 
Oct. 5     Boys’ Soccer District Draw 
Oct. 6     Boys’ Soccer vs. Mason County Eastern Home 5:00 p.m.  
Oct. 7     Girls’ Volleyball District Draw  
Oct. 8     Boys’ Soccer vs. Holton Home 4:00 p.m. 
Oct. 8     Cross Country @ WML 4:00 p.m. 
Oct. 10   Girls’ Varsity Volleyball Shelby Invitational Away 9:00 a.m. 
Oct. 10    Cross Country @ Portage 9:00 a.m. 



Score Board 
PCHS Boys’ Soccer 
Sept. 29 
 PCHS 1  Algoma Christian 6 
Oct. 1     PCHS 2  Calvary Schools of Holland 1 
 
PCHS Girls’ Varsity Volleyball 
Sept. 26 PCHS came in 2,0,1 in pool play at the North Pointe Invitational 

and lost in the first bracket play to Comstock Park. 
Oct. 1  

PCHS 25  WML 18 
PCHS 25  WML 9 
PCHS 25  Kalamazoo Heritage Academy 21  
PCHS 25  Kalamazoo Heritage Academy 20 
  

PCHS Girls’ J.V. Volleyball 
Sep. 28 
 PCHS 25,  Muskegon Heights 8 
 PCHS 25,  Muskegon Heights 12 
 PCHS 26  Hesperia 28 
 PCHS 16  Hesperia 25 
Oct. 1 
 PCHS 25  WML 13 
 PCHS 25  WML 22 
 PCHS 25  Kalamazoo Heritage Academy 22 
 PCHS 25  Kalamazoo Heritage Academy 16 
  
PCHS Equestrian Team 
Sept. 26, 27   

The Equestrian Team traveled to Ludington this past weekend 
where they took first place in districts.  Regionals will be this weekend at 
Ludington.   Good Luck, Ladies!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Items Needed For PCHS 
 We are looking for large mirrors that could go in the weight 
room.  If anyone has one they would like to donate please see Mr. 
VanderJagt. 
 The Art Department needs scrap ceramic tile, ceramic or 
porcelain plates, bowls, cups, pots, mirror (broken or whole), buttons, 
small tables or T.V. trays, pedestals, plant stands, easels, cookie 
sheets, and pizza pans.  If you have any of these items and you would 
like to get rid of  them, please send it with your student or call Mrs. 
Bart at 924-9780 ext. 21 for pick up.  Thank you! 
 

Bill’s Shop-N-Save Receipts 
PLEASE save your Bill’s receipts and turn them in to the 

office at school.   Thank you!  Bill’s donates 1% of the total to 
PCHS. 

Annual Auction - Next meeting October 6th, 7 pm @ PCHS!  
Have you heard the news?  "Western Round-UP" is the 

theme for our 6th annual auction to be held November 7th at 5:30 pm 
here at PCHS!  Your posse has been workin' hard to ensure the 
success of this important fund raisin' event - now we need you to 
partner up with us so this can be our best auction ever!!!  Come on 
out Tuesday, 10/6 at 7pm so we can get preparin' for the fun!  Watch 
for more details!  INVITE PEOPLE NOW!  Need more information?  
Call the office.   

Buzz Book 
 The new PCHS student directories have been printed and 
were sent home with students on Thursday.  If you did not receive 
one, please see Mrs. Stitt in the office for a copy.  
 

October Lunch Menu 
 The October Lunch menu was sent home with students on 
Thursday, and a copy has been posted on the PCHS website in the 
downloads.  If you need a copy please visit www.pchsmi.org, or pick 
up a copy in the office.   
 

Women’s Expo 
 October 10, 9:00-3:00 p.m. 

Grant Christian Reformed Church 
13120 Poplar, Grant, MI 49327 

 The expo will represent various interests for women 
including health, fashion, cosmetics, crafts, and more.  Admission is 
free.   
 

Fremont Garden Club Poetry Contest 
 Kindergarten through ninth grade students who are 
interested may enter the Fremont Garden Club Poetry Contest.  All 
entries must be submitted by November 20 to Jean Schuler, 4281 
Chippewa Trail, Fremont, MI 49412.  If you have any questions 
please contact Jean at 928-0089 or by email at jeansch@comcast.net. 
 

High School Essay Contest 
 The Fremont Garden Club, through the National Garden 
Clubs, is sponsoring a high school essay contest open to all high 
school students.  The contest deadline is November 20.  For more 
information call Jean Schuler at 928-0089, or email at 
jeansch@comcast.net  A $1,000.00 National Club Scholarship will be 
awarded to the National Winner.   
 

Spaghetti Benefit Supper & Live Auction 
 The surgical staff of Gerber Memorial Health Services 
along with the staff of Deur-Speet are hosting a spaghetti benefit 
supper for Matthew Bushen, son of Ed and Kathy Bushen and father 
of 2 year old Eli October 17th from 4-8pm at the Reeman Christian 
Reformed Church.  Matthew was in a serious auto accident on 
September 13th in New York.  The accident leaves him paralyzed 
from the waist down, and at this point the extent of other injuries are 
still unknown.  Pleases join us for supper and auction and help raise 
money for Matt.  There will be several items at the action including a 
moped donated by Deur-Speet.     
 If you would like to make a monetary donation, you may 
do so at any branch of Choice One Bank.  In the memo line write:  
Matt Bushen Benefit.  Thank you. 
 

Cornerstone Christian Academy Bake Sale & Car Wash 
 Cornerstone Christian Academy will be having a Bake Sale 
and Car Wash at Tractor Supply Company Saturday, October 10 
from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  All proceeds will go to benefit 
Cornerstone Christian Academy. 
 
 


